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DARLINGTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
MINUTES – August 20, 2019
5:30 p.m.
Darlington County EMS/Annex

Present:		Chad White, Dist. 4 (Chair)			William Hudson, Dist. 3	
		Larry “Frankie” Jernigan, Dist. 8 (Vice Chair) 	Josh Ward, Dist. 1	
Travis M. Bishop, Dist. 6			Robert “Bob” Puechl, Dist. 7
Kevin N. Brown, Dist. 2				Wes Woodard, Dist. 5

Staff: 		Terri Cribb, Director 				Wayne Yarborough, Planner II
Paula Newton, Planner III			Julie Ritz, Planner I		

Absent:		None	

Press:		None in attendance

Citizens:	Alec Brebner, Consultant, PDCOG

	In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, a copy of the agenda was provided to the local news media and persons requesting information.


I.  CALL TO ORDER – Chairman Chad White called the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission to order on Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – All stood and recited The Pledge Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

III.  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS – None
(Maximum of 2 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

IV. PERSONAL APPEARANCES - None
(Maximum of 10 minutes per citizen; 30 min. total)

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –  July 16, 2019- Chairman White called for this agenda item.

[bookmark: _Hlk9409556]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Kevin Brown to APPROVE the minutes as written of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, July 16, 2019.  Motion carried unanimously.

VI.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  August 20, 2019 Chairman White called for this agenda item.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Kevin Brown and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to APPROVE the Agenda as presented of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, August 20, 2019. Motion carried unanimously.

VII. VARIANCE REQUESTS 

· Pine Ridge Fire Department – Sec. 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetics:  Provide documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening TM# 018-00-03-089

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.  On behalf of the Darlington County Fire Department, Staff requested a variance DSO 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetics to provide documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening.  Chief Flowers, in his Variance Request stated that the placement “of the tower will be unable to be seen by the public, and that the cost of placement and maintenance would place more of a financial 


burden on the County.”

Chairman White called for further discussion; hearing none, he called for a motion.

[bookmark: _Hlk15028737]A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to GRANT a Variance from DSO Section 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetic, providing documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening, to allow that no screening be installed.  Motion carried unanimously.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Byrdtown Fire Dept – Section 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetics:  Provide documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening  TM# 096-00-01-150

Chairman Chad White called for this agenda item.  On behalf of the Darlington County Fire Department, Staff requested a variance DSO 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetics to provide documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening.  Chief Flowers, in his Variance Request stated that the placement “of the tower will be unable to be seen by the public, and that the cost of placement and maintenance would place more of a financial burden on the County.”

Chairman White called for further discussion; hearing none, he called for a motion.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Frankie Jernigan and seconded by Commissioner Bob Puechl to GRANT a Variance from DSO Section 12.5 #15 Communication Tower Aesthetic, providing documentation that screening exists or will be installed either by vegetation or opaque screening, to allow that no screening be installed.  Motion carried unanimously.

VIII. COMMUNICATION TOWER APPROVAL - None
IX. PPPRELIMINARY APPROVALS – None 
X. FFINAL APPROVALS –  None
XI. AAPPROVAL OF SUBDIVISION ALONG PUBLIC ACCESS – None
XII. SSITE DEVELOPMENT – None
XIII. OOLD BUSINESS – None

XIV. NEW BUSINESS –

Chairman White called for this agenda item.  Alec Brebner, the consultant working with PDCOG on the Comprehensive Plan, provided a brief overview, of the first draft.  He stated that the Comprehensive Plan was the guiding document for the Planning Commission to oversee development within the County.  He stated that there were nine elements:  Population, Economic Development, Natural Resources, Cultural Resources, Community Facilities, Transportation, Housing, Land Use, and Priority Investment.  Mr. Brebner stated that there had been some work done on some supporting documentation for some of the elements, such as the Green Infrastructure Grant work that would support the Natural Resources Element, and the Existing Land Use Map, combined with current information from the Tax Assessor’s office on parcel uses for the Land Use Element, and the Historic preservation being done through the Historical Commission and Community (such as the Jacob Kelly house) for the Cultural Resources Element, just to name a few. He stated that the next steps would be goals and implementation strategies.  He stated that his deadline for completion was January 2020.

Staff stated that there would be Public Forum on September 17 from 4 – 5:30 at the Voters Registration Building on Cashua St in Darlington.  

Commissioner Travis Bishop stated that the municipal jurisdictions and the County needed to work together on areas surrounding the municipalities, specifically the challenge of two possibly un-related goals.  He requested that the jurisdictions be invited to the public forms.


Commissioner Bob Puechl agreed and asked that the Commissioners also be included.

Chairman White asked if this work would impact benefits with FEMA Disaster Funds.  Mr. Brebner stated that the information for the Population Element may assist in that area. 

No motions made.  Informational purposes only.


XV. SSTAFF REPORTS – None

XVI. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS / REQUESTS 


XVII. ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Travis Bishop and seconded by Commissioner Josh Ward to ADJOURN the regularly scheduled meeting of the Darlington County Planning Commission on Tuesday, Augu2t 20, 2019 at 6:13 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.
